Antegrade pedal approach for recanalizing occlusions in the opposing circulatory pathway of the foot when a retrograde puncture is not possible.
To describe a novel technical strategy to approach below-the-ankle chronic total occlusions after failed antegrade recanalization in patients who are not candidates for retrograde puncture. After a failure of antegrade recanalization of the tibial and foot vessels, an antegrade pedal access can be performed in the pedal or plantar artery. After crossing the plantar arch and the occlusions in the opposing circulation pathway of the foot, a rendezvous with the antegrade catheter is performed, followed by final angioplasty and hemostasis. An antegrade pedal approach to the opposing circulation in the foot may be considered for below-the-ankle recanalization after standard antegrade recanalization failure in patients who are not candidates for a retrograde puncture.